REM Annual Report
Urban Partnership Group

The Urban Partnership Group brings together Councillors, Directors and Senior practitioners and professionals from the public, private and voluntary sectors who represent our six priority urban areas (Corby, Derby, Leicester, Lincoln, Nottingham and Northampton), smaller towns and designated growth points. Working together the UPG seeks to:
· Maximise resource 

· Influence and shape regional and national policy 

· Address key issues, challenges and barriers 

· Identify opportunities for urban areas to improve and positively grow 

· Develop and promote a shared vision for the urban East Midlands 
In October 2007, the UPG took the shape with a new formalised structure, (previously an informal network) including a secretariat all managed by Regeneration East Midlands (REM) of which UPG became a strategic arm. A programme of delivery including network meetings, urban conferences and seminars as well as the development of a dedicated web resource and toolkits responded directly to the demands of the UPG members and emda, the funder of the UPG. 
From 2009-2010 the UPG has:

Policy & Practice

Published Shaping Places for People: towns and cities to be proud of a practical benchmark for regeneration and development of our urban areas, building on the Urban Evidence Base, offering support for Local Economic Assessments and representing urban issues with reference towards the emerging Single Regional Strategy.

Launched the Shaping Places for People web tool a practical guide for regeneration and development of urban areas including direct links to codes, standards, toolkits, policy, strategy and key funders and agencies.
Enhanced the East Midlands Urban Design Resource a regional toolkit a unique interactive tool showing the 'design infrastructure' of the East Midlands region. It displays, at county and district level, the resources and spatial policies that influence the delivery of well-designed, successful places. Developed in partnership with Opun and CABE.

Developed an URBACT (European funding) proposal focusing on Urban sustainability through retrofitting existing housing and commercial stock.

Sought partners from European countries with interest from Sweden, Spain and Norway.

Events

Hosted 4 UPG network events with themes including education, housing, climate change, city migration and the economic down turn, as well as sharing best practice from across the region.
Held a day long UPG Urban Conference themed around Urban Development and Migration bringing together over 60 urban focused practitioners and professionals in May 09 to hear from a range of national and regional speakers. 
Held a UPG Urban Conference themed on Climate Change and the Urban Agenda attended by over 70 practitioners and professionals from the public, private and third sectors in January 10.
Consultations & Partnerships

Acted as a consultee for the Regional Funding Allocation with a focus on regeneration and housing.

Acted as a consultee on the refresh of the Regional Spatial Strategy with East Midlands Regional Assembly.
Acted as a consultee on the national wide up date of the HCA’s Mind the Skills Gap report
Formed part of the HCA regional working group and contributing to a regional report Key Issues for the HCA in the East Midlands with a range of strategic partners

Carried out a structural refresh of the UPG, merging the Board and Practitioner Management Groups in order to bring together Portfolio Holders, Heads of Regeneration from Local Authorities and key agency leaders.

Skills

Core to Regeneration East Midlands is the development of skills and knowledge across the regeneration and sustainable communities sector, reaching a range of regeneration professionals and practitioners from public, private and third sectors, all involved in the regeneration process. 

From 2009 to 2010 REM has:
Delivery
Held a day long Planning for Non-Planners training day in partnership with RTPI attended by 28 delegates
Held the two day long Guide to Regeneration in March 2010 attended by over 15 regeneration practitioners

Held the two day long Introduction to Regeneration in September 2009 attended by 12 regeneration practitioners

Held a Conflict Resolution Workshop in July 2009
with a range of public sector professionals in attendance 

Enhanced the REM events web resource including a range of presentations and links covering regeneration and sustainable communities themes, best practice and resources

Ep2 programme presented with an award from the Homes and Communities Agency Place Recognition Scheme for best practice in regeneration and skills 

Consultations & Partnerships

Formed part of the HCA regional working group and contributing to a regional report Key Issues for the HCA in the East Midlands with a range of strategic partners

Formed part of the Design 09/10 working group in partnership with a range of built environment professionals in the Nottingham area supporting delivery 
Formed part of the Regional Joint Housing and Planning Board

Formed part of the Construction Industry Council regional working group

Formed part of the regional working group focusing on the Integrated Equality Scheme with emda
Formed part of the regional group responding to DEFRA’s Sustainable Development consultation 
Acted as a consultee on the national wide up date of the HCA’s Mind the Skills Gap report 
Responded to the national consultation for the Government’s Transforming Places; Changing Lives - A Framework for Regeneration
Responded to the national consultation on Planning Policy Statement 4 (PPS4)
Formed part of the regional consultation group for De Montfort University who are forming a Sustainable Communities Degree in partnership with Homes and Communities Agency for launch September 2010.
