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SCEN

SCEN is the Sustainable Communities Excellence Network of which REM is a member. SCEN is an alliance of publicly funded organisations in the United Kingdom working to build sustainable places through skills, knowledge and networking. Its members provide learning opportunities for professionals directly involved in regeneration and place making to increase their understanding, grow their skills and reach their potential.  

                                                                                                                                                                               REM has employed the national coordinator and hosted the network for over 3 years, which has helped to ensure that REM has contributed to the wider UK regeneration dialogue. SCEN is an unincorporated member alliance, governed by a Terms of Reference and a Chair and Vice Chair elected yearly from among its members.  
This year, SCEN membership expanded with representatives joining from the 3 nations including the Regeneration Skills Collective Wales and the Centre for Regeneration Excellence Wales; the Scottish Centre for Regeneration; and the Urban Strategy Unit of the Department for Social Development, Northern Ireland. On 9th November, SCEN coordinated a special learning event for over 30 attendees, including SCEN members and their stakeholders on ‘Energy efficiency in existing housing’ at CABE offices in London. A full day programme included speakers from the Germany Energy Agency, the LDA, the Welsh Low Carbon Zone, and the EU-funded project MESSIB. 

SCEN Directors' meet four times a year throughout the UK; April 2009, Leeds; July 2009, Glasgow; October 2009, Birmingham; January, London. The October meeting doubled as the annual Annual SCEN Away Day. Attended by 40 staff from member organisaions and hosted by member RegenWM in Birmingham, it was held on the theme of World Class Places. An interactive learning programme was designed which also included a site visit to the New Art Gallery Walsall and short courses on subjects including green infrastructure.
An additional strategic planning meeting was held for the SCEN directors in May, this was facilitated by the Director of Policy at the Local Government Information Unit (LGIU). SCEN Members were also offered the opportunity of attending the LGIU conference 'Do Regions Matter' in July at which SCEN sponsored an after-reception and distributed its Annual Review. 
In June, the SCEN Annual Review was produced and distributed, highlighting for the first time the activities of, not just the English regions, but the latest members in the 3 nations, as well. This was distributed, not only to SCEN members but to the contacts of New Start Magazine, at the LGIU conference 'Do Regions Matter' and at the Northern Regeneration Summit. The annual review and other information can be found at www.scen.org.uk. 
6 bi-monthly newsletters were produced. The newsletter has expanded its distribution and is now sent to key stakeholders such as CLG, the Sustainable Development Commission, contacts in local authorities, CABE, the HCA, and more. 

SCEN successfully coordinated stakeholder meetings with the following stakeholders this year: CABE, HCA, The Equality and Human Rights Commission, The Local Transformation Unit at CLG. 
The Network has provided national briefings on the work of SCEN members to CLG, to two different units, and twice to the HCA this year. SCEN provided its members with the opportunity to serve on the HCA Academy's Skills Action Plan steering groups. SCEN is represented on four of the steering groups.
